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Message Text 


INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 EB-07 HEW-06 OES-07 /033 W 

07I800Z 066625/40 

R06I34IZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 422 
INFO AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 


UNCLAS ATHENS 4205 


E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, GR 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: NEW HOSPITALS PROGRAM 


REP: STATE 098674 


1. IN MARCH 1977 GOG ANNOUNCED SHORT-TEM AND LONG-TERM 
PROGRAMS OF MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES, WHICH INCLUDE 
FUTURE CONSTRUCTION OF FIVE HOSPITALS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF 
GREECE: AEGALEO, ATHENS (600 BEDS), THESSALONIKI (900 BEDS), 

IRAKLION, CRETE (600 BEDS), lOANNINA (300 BEDS), PATRAS (300 BEDS); 

ALSO ADDITION OF 800 BEDS TO EXISTING RED CROSS HOSPITAL IN ATHENS. 
PROGRAM ALSO PROVIDES FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF 200 DISPENSARIES OF 8 
TO 10 BEDS THROUGHOUT GREECE. HOSPITAL PROGRAM WILL BE INCLUDED 
IN GOG'S 5-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN UNDER PREPARATION. MINISTRY OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT THIS IS 
LONG-TERM PROGRAM AND IMPLEMENTATION OF EACH INDIVIDUAL PROJECT 
HAS TO BE AUTHORIZED UNDER THE PUBLIC INVESTMENT PROGRAM. 


2. MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES OFFICIALS UNCERTAIN AT THIS STAGE 
WHETHER THE SERVICES OF AN INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CARE CONSULTANT 
MIGHT BE UTILIZED, BUT STATED THAT FOREIGN CONSULTANTS WILL 
PROBABLY BE REQUIRED TO ACT JOINTLY WITH LOCAL FIRMS. 

IF FRIESEN DESIRES TO FOLLOW UP DIRECTLY IT MAY CONTACT 
MRS MEROPI VIOLAKI, GENERAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 17 ARISTOTELOUS STREET, ATHENS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. RE PARA 3 REFTEL, MEDITERRANEAN HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT 
WITH THE EMBASSY AND IS UNKNOWN TO US. FIRM IS NOT LISTED 
IN ATHENS TELEPHONE DIRECTORY. WTD REPORT WILL BE PREPARED ON 
REQUEST, PROVIDED ADDRESS, NAMES OF OWNERS, OR OTHER 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION IS FURNISHED. 
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